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MORE BIRD NOTES FROM BIG BEAR VALLEY, 
SAN BERNARDINO MOUNTAINS 


WRIGHT PIERCE 
WITH FIVE PHOTOS THE AUTHOR 


TIME from June June 30, 1916, inclusive, was spent field 

study the writer Big Bear Lake, altitude 6750 feet, the San 
Bernardino Mountains, California. Most the time was taken work- 
ing along the south side the lake and into the little canyons that 
locality. However, trips were made the east end Bear Lake and Baldwin 
Lake, and also Bluff Lake, 7575 feet altitude. From the some sixty more 
species observed, with many nesting records, the following seem deserve 
mention. 


Colymbus nigricollis californicus. American Eared Grebe. grebes were 
quite common many the little coves and bays, but only two breeding colonies 
were located Bear Lake, one probably forty nests containing from one eight 
eggs each little bay near the Ranch found June 22, and another small colony 
the east end Bear Lake, June 26. The ‘nests the colony near the Ranch 
were poorly constructed, almost flat with scarcely any cup, the eggs usually lying 
the water, and the whole loose mass rather insecurely fastened the branches sev- 
eral fallen pines floating the water the weeds close the shore. the water 
under several the nests were eggs which had fallen off probably the birds climbed 
their frail nest platforms left them with undue haste. many nine eggs 
were found under one nest, and think safe say that least hundred eggs 
this one colony were lodged the bottom beneath the nests. approached 
boat saw several the birds hastily covering their eggs before leaving. This was 
the main breeding colony Bear Lake; only few scattered nests were seen other 
places and colony perhaps dozen nests the east end the lake. 
striking contrast the nests the above colony were the colony prob- 
ably two hundred located the west end Baldwin Lake, June 25. the nests 
were well built, with distinct cup, and raised least four inches from the water. 
Hundreds the old birds with young were swimming about just off-shore. few 
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nests with eggs were located, one with nine; but from the majority the young had 
hatched. 

Dafila acuta. pair flushed from the marsh grass the east end 
Bear Lake, June 26, but was not able locate their nest. 

Querquedula cyanoptera. Cinnamon Teal. June 25, this duck was quite com- 
mon the east end Bear Lake where least twenty-five pairs were seen. Three 
four young about one-third grown were seen here the marsh grass, but flopped 
away hurriedly our approach. This same day one nest was discovered with ten eggs 
nearly ready hatch. The nest was bunch marsh grass very swampy land 
pasture and about quarter mile from the lake proper. The female flushed 
from the nest, the latter being heavily lined with down feathers. this pasture there 
was large herd cattle and they had tramped all around the nest; seemed just 
luck that the nest had not been destroyed. The same day two three pairs these 


Fig. 45. EGGS, AND ONE NEWLY HATCHED CHICK RAIL; BEAR LAKE, SAN BER- 
NARDINO MOUNTAINS, JUNE 25, 1916 


ducks were seen the west end Baldwin Lake, and one destroyed nest was found 
the same locality. 

Porzana carolina. Sora Rail. the same meadow where the Cinnamon Teal’s 
nest was found, nest containing ten eggs and recently hatched young the Sora 
Rail was discovered (see fig. 45). Though just hatched the little dark colored fellow 
attempted crawl away when parted the grass over the nest. managed keep 
him still long enough secure photo. The nest was composed marsh grass closely 
woven into cup and completely arched over, making its discovery rather difficult. 
Further search disclosed another nest with six eggs, newly hatched young and many 
egg shells. Also several nests from which the young had hatched were found nearby. 
Soras were flushed several times. believe this the first nesting record for this 
bird for Big Bear Valley. 
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Oreortyx picta plumifera. Plumed Partridge. Abundant near Baldwin Lake, June 
19; several flocks young various sizes seen, from small birds some nearly half- 
grown. saw flock very small young, eight ten them, Bluff Lake June 
20, and June 29, two broods small young the same locality. open field 
near the Ranch store saw old bird June 24, with three small young not 
over day old. 

Sphyrapicus varius daggetti. Sierra Sapsucker. located nest watching the 
bird June 26. The cavity was the dead top large live silver fir about forty- 
five feet up. The cavity had small opening and was only inches deep; diame- 
ter, inside, inches. The nest held two large young and one smaller dead one. 
was hard see how more than one bird could survive such small space, 
was not surprising that the probably weaker bird had apparently been suffocated. 

Chordeiles virginianus hesperis. Pacific Nighthawk. Pacific Nighthawks were 
quite common flying over the east end Bear Lake entered the valley June 


Fig. 46. NIGHTHAWK, PLACE; NEAR BEAR LAKE, SAN BERNARDINO MOUN- 
TAINS, JUNE 22, 1916 


19. Three sets eggs were found the little ridges about one-half mile back from 
the lake shore and not far distant from Pine Knot Lodge. the first instance, June 
22, the eggs were laid the bare earth cavity scratched out the bird (see 
fig. 46). The second set, found June 24, was laid the leaves and pine needles under 
oak tree; and the last set little patch bare earth from which the leaves had 
apparently been scratched away, also under oak bush. Incubation was well started 
each set. each instance the eggs were found flushing the bird, but even then 
they were rather difficult locate. Late the morning June 30, there were 
least hundred these birds feeding over the east end Bear Lake. Several were 
taken and all were adult breeding males. 

Stellula calliope. Calliope Hummingbird. Two nests this hummingbird were 
located June little canyon near the lake shore. One small branch 
about feet and almost inaccessible, but which finally obtained, contained two 
heavily incubated eggs. The other nearer the trunk large pine and about feet 
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up, held two fresh eggs. succeeded getting photo this nest (see fig. 47). 
Both nests were found watching the birds. Both were small and rather poorly 
made, weed fibres. This hummingbird was quite common, but further search for 
nests was unsuccessful usually the birds would dart off into the top the high pines 
and firs anywhere from seventy-five over hundred feet up, which distances one 
could not follow them. 

Sayornis nigricans. Black Phoebe. Seen several times June little can- 
yon near Pine Knot Lodge, and again the same date near the dam. 

Empidonax wrighti. Wright Flycatcher. Wright Flycatchers were very common 
all through the western end the valley, frequenting the buckthorn from the lake 
shore into the little canyons and even the higher ridges. failed find any 
these birds about the east end Bear Lake about Baldwin Lake. Many nests 


Fig. 47. Nest CALLIOPE HUMMINGBIRD, THIRTY FEET ABOVE THE GROUND; NEAR BEAR 
LAKE, SAN BERNARDINO MOUNTAINS, JUNE 24, 1916 


were located, nearly always buckthorn from feet (see fig. nests 
were found manzanita and three oak bushes. The sets were uniformly four 
eggs. June nests with large young were found, and others with fresh eggs 
the same date. Two nests just being built were discovered June 29. Probably the 
later sets were caused the first nests being destroyed. This seems happen often, 
several nests under observation were undoubtedly robbed the chipmunks which 
infest all the brush great numbers this region. 

Passerella iliaca stephensi. Stephens Fox Sparrow. Considerable time was spent 
trying locate nest this species, but without results except that almost 
certain nests either the ground very low down under the thick brush. Nesting 
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must begin quite early several families full-fledged young were seen, and several 
taken, June 20. 

Vireosylva gilva swainsoni. Western Warbling Vireo. June saw adults 
and fully fledged young this species flying about the willows near the Ranch 
store. located nest with large young small willow little canyon near Pine 
Knot Lodge June 26, and another nest the same day large oak the same 
locality, and upon which the bird was sitting. The latter nest was practically inacces- 
sible being the extreme end small branch feet above the ground. 

Myadestes townsendi. Townsend Solitaire. While walking along the road near 
Bluff Lake, June 20, Solitaire flushed from nest not over three feet away. The 
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Fig. 48. Nest oF WRIGHT FLYCATCHER, IN BUCKTHORN BUSH; NEAR BEAR LAKE, SAN BER- 
NARDINO MOUNTAINS 


nest (see fig. 49), rather loosely made affair pine needles, weed stems and leaves, 
contained complete set three fresh eggs. was ledge under bank about 
four feet from the road. June found nest little canyon near Pine Knot 
Lodge the base large pine tree. The nest was cavity that had formed 
the rotting away the base and side the tree, and was placed directly the 
ground. contained two large young and one bird that had been recently killed. The 
head the dead bird had been gouged out, and one the live birds had large scar 
the top its head. The nest was made the same material the one found near 
Bluff Lake but was more deeply cupped and closer woven. Both old birds were near the 
nest. The young were beautiful little fellows, and their buffy spotting made them very 
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hard see even after had located the nest. family full-fledged young were seen 
flying among the pines Bluff Lake, June 29. 


guttata sequoiensis. Sierra Hermit Thrush. These birds were not 
all common the locality covered, they were met with only few times. Once 


Fig. 49. TOWNSEND SOLITAIRE, PLACE ROADSIDE BANK; NEAR BLUFF 
LAKE, SAN BERNARDINO MOUNTAINS, JUNE 20, 1916 


twice heard their song the little canyons back from the lake, but they were very 
wary and was unable approach closely. saw one these thrushes little 
stream near Bluff Lake, June 29, but failed locate nest. 


Claremont, California, August 1916. 
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MEETING SPRING HALF WAY 


FLORENCE MERRIAM BAILEY 


ll. (Continued from page 155) 


would meet the last the migrating hordes birds and see one 

Nature’s most remarkable exhibits ‘social that 
whiten occasional meadows the east and the so-called poppies that gild 
strips (and California partially explain the term, but the 
prairies most the species are social plants and acres miles one species 
are followed acres miles another species. dominated 
the other flowers Austin and were among the dominant flowers 
Christi. Beyond them there was one flower bed about mile wide and three 
long, Coreopsis, yellow fairly mirrored the sun. 
many the plants like Coreopsis, verbena, spiderwort, and phlox 
are the familiar garden flowers the east makes their riotous growth seem 
peculiarly remarkable. Fresh from eastern garden, even rods verbena 
are enlarging the mind! 

The richest flora and fauna between Corpus Christi and Brownsville was 
found the bands clay soil adjoining the two towns and separated 
wide stretch sandy soil. The most conspicuous flowers the clay were 
yellow tar weed, yellow and pink primrose, purple verbena, magenta Callir- 
rhoe, and yellow Coreopsis. Cactus, thorny chaparral, and mesquite also 
the soil, while the sandy tracts here and there among the 
sand dunes stood live oak groves. 

began our three hundred and sixty mile drive from Corpus Christi 
the Mexican boundary and return, April 24, 1900, and that day made 
twenty-two miles Petranilla Creek, enjoying the alternation green 
mesquite orchards and gay flower prairie. One section prairie had miles 
pink evening primroses stretching far the eye could see. the mesquite 
orchards the beautiful trees suggested the pepper trees California with 
their finely cut waving foliage branched the ground, and toward sunset the 
slanting light made the foliage intense yellow green. Though not yet 
decorated with their delicate tasselated yellow blooms, two trees that saw 
bore brilliant Vermilion One these 
was mesquite the Oso, how musically the Spanish names run, the other 
tree Mott Aura, Mott being the local name for small grove the 
open prairie (this one having mixture huisache, hackberry, and mesquite), 
Aura commemorating the Turkey Vultures which formerly frequented the 
grove. Having the unusual addition pond, Mott Aura had attracted not 
only the Pyrocephalus, green Vireos, and black Jackdaws, but also 
Solitary Sandpiper and number Yellow-legs. 

the prairie the characteristic birds seen during our journey were Mea- 
dowlarks, Mourning Doves, Sennett Thrashers, Nighthawks and 
Upland Plover. Knowing Dickcissels previously only individual songsters 
well met their breeding grounds the wheat fields the north, was 
pleasant surprise meet the spring flocks their way north. began meet- 
ing them our first day out. Long rows, rows sometimes reaching hundreds, 
were lined the fences like Swallows telegraph wires. Their flat heads 


DOWN across the southernmost prairies Texas April you 
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and hanging tails marked them when too far away see their chestnut backs 
yellow chest patches. Their familiar song with its mouthed furry burr 
suggested the wheat fields Illinois, for which some them may have been 
bound. When not rows their own kind, the were 
often sitting alongside the large Mourning Doves, making the groups suggest 
old and young. was seen one day, May our return trip, 
four Hummingbirds sitting fence, mere darning needles against the big 
prairie. 

the fence posts low bushes from our first day out occasionally 
saw one the large Hawks, swainsoni and sennetti, among the rare pleasures 
our journey. Swainsoni was familiar westerner but the southern sennetti 
was new me. When opportunity afforded noted eagerly its immaculate 
breast, white rump, and white tail with black subterminal band; but the im- 
pression the bird what recalled to-day when level prairie comes 
mind. distance one sees large statue Hawk the prairie floor; 
nearer approach, King Hawks looking with calm enquiring gaze, 
both gaze and pose bespeaking the silent power the race. The white the 
Hawk, Mr. Thayer’s view protective coloration, has been worked out 
the undoing its prey, the small mammals that look against the light 
the sky into which its whiteness enables fade; while the other hand 
the small mammals have become colored like the prairie protect them from 
furred and feathered hunters that look earthward. 

Some Jack rabbits that saw our first day’s drive trusted their 
protective coloration they knew what Nature had done for them. While 
one ran off fleetly, its long black-marked ears held high, several crouched 
motionless, and one fairly skulked along, its ears flat its back concealing 
the conspicuous black nape, ran with body close the ground. One 
the crouching ones trusted its disguise, but with anxiety its big eyes, 
while drove near enough have touched with whip. another place 
Jack was jumped from the horses’ feet and apparently half asleep broke 
all the rules protective conduct, stopping only few yards from and sit- 
ting down its haunches with ears full length and black neck conspicuous, 
rare exception our common experiences. 

Jack rabbits were the only animals seen the open prairie but the 
banks Petranilla Creek when made camp, tracks coon, wild eat, 
and coyote, besides the excitingly strange tracks round, 
stumpy nail prints—suggested many stories north and south. Big armadillo 
burrows were also found our trip, slanting under roots, and under 
tufts marsh grass. How ardently wished for sight the ancient ar- 
mored 

The rich band vegetation bordering the creek demonstrated what water 
will the prairie. The flora showed the same northern and southern ad- 
mixtures that made the fauna especially interesting. Elms and ashes stood 
side side with hackberry, moss-hung live oaks, blooming cactus, palmettos 
that were all leaves, and the curious all-thorns that instead leaves have 
green bark covering branches and thorns. Our floor these 
interesting trees and bushes was carpeted pink primroses that, nine 
the morning, were still facing west where they had turned follow the sun 
the night before. 

Both migrant and resident birds enlivened the camp with their bright col- 
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ors and songs. Indigo Bird back from its winter Mexico Central Am- 
erica, and our first Cuckoo, back from South America, were found here, and 
after listening the voice Chat caught sight its brilliant yellow 
breast the mesquite. Wren, having probably wintered near home, was 
already beginning build, being seen carrying stick through streamer 
moss. Hearing bright pleasing song that resembled the Indigo Bunting’s, 
followed till, bare tree top the sun Nonpareil, 
the familiar many colored cage bird! Red-bellied Woodpecker came flying 
the bridge over the creek, but seeing withdrew watch from 
around corner. Besides these, there were Mockingbirds and family 
Harris Hawks, the handsome southerners. Their nest, heavy platform 
sticks the top moss-draped hackberry, was littered with fur and bones, 
dozen wood rat skulls among the number. The large well feathered nestlings 
had the same handsome rufous patches that distinguish the parents. The 
guardian the nest, perhaps made unduly anxious our presence, stood for 
long time the bare top tree that commanded the situation, and like 
philosopher ignored the hysterical attacks Mocker, doubt- 
less another parent merely expressing his responsibility terms his own 
nervous temperament. 

After Petranilla Creek, our next objective point was King’s Ranch, fifty 
miles west Corpus Christi, across broad stretches flat blooming prairie, 
with successive bands pink and white primroses. Where there were 
fences the migrating Doves and white-winged Lark Buntings perched the 
cactus pads, edging gingerly along fully mindful the sharp spines. Once 
passing caught delightful wave song from the white wings. Fences 
were rare that they were taken advantage of, and one corral that passed 
was occupied hundreds Mourning Doves close beads string. 

San Fernando Creek herd range cattle reminded our Texas camp 
man that dry time thousands cattle had been saved having the spines 
burned off the cactus that could fed them. The old man warned 
when looking for birds ‘watch out’ for rattlesnakes, for said such hot 
weather the snakes stayed the shade the day time. they were the 
large diamond backs Texas and Florida whose long fangs put dangerous 
amount poison into the his warning had some point. San 
Fernando Creek new flowers came in, magenta Mexican poppy, small mes- 
quite with fragrant blossoms, and bright red flowered cactus, followed later 
blue-bonnets. The heat that made the cactus bloom also produced our first 
mirage. The spring migrants had need hurry, but besides the white wings 
noted tardy Ovenbird, Black-throated Green Warbler, and Clay-col- 
ored Sparrow, this, the twenty-fifth day April. 

Our second night’s camp was King’s Ranch, one the largest cattle 
ranches Texas, where met the Brownsville and Alice stage road and 
turned south across the rich stock range. The cattle king was that time 
queen who spent her winters New York, leaving her superintendent 
charge. his advice camped Santa Gertrude, two windmills and 
their water tanks were called. vivid green enclosed mesquites 
branching the ground with abundant water made indeed camping place 
commemorate saint. Quail, pair Cardinals, and pair Thrashers 
food showed their appreciation the tanks, which were evidently 
well known the region. had been warned regarding fellow travelers 
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near the Mexican border, when party dusky faced men rode and pro- 
ceeded camp the opposite side our enclosure, made sure that our fire- 
arms were fully evidence and valorously determined protect the camp 
from midnight Mexican daggers! Terrors the night! The first Mexican 
cross our camp ground, well after sunrise, was mild mannered lad with 
piece drawn work exchange for coffee and sugar for his breakfast! Nev- 
ertheless, leaving the windmills had abandon the Alice and Browns- 
ville stage road had been enjoying, as, beyond that point, the stage drivers 
locked the gates behind them prevent horse thieves crossing private pas- 
tures. 

Another day passed world flowers, day moving pictures, 
beautiful and interesting forms vegetation and bird life. More circles 
pink evening primroses were surrounded green mesquites, and grove 
low huisache more filmy and delicate even than the mesquite, was carpeted 
with Coreopsis yellow Then, striking contrast, came 
thicket thorn brush with cactus coming into bloom, and beyond 
the curious Indian wheat, whitish plantain that grows extensively the arid 
region, and whose miniature grain the pocket mice home their pouches. 
Big bare around peaked ant hills with bare trails leading them 
through the vegetation were characteristic and numerous. 

turn the road there appeared lake set cool dark green tule 
frame. gleaming white spot its edge, through the glass proved red- 
breasted Shoveller, and tongue the lake stood Solitary Sandpiper and 
Plover with her young, while Greater Yellow-legs, followed its miniature 
Lesser Yellow-legs, walked along the shore, mirrored the water. One shal- 
low strip pond that passed was covered with little shore birds running 
about and scolding each other double. 

After passing acres white mint came one solitary scarlet painted- 
cup, gratefully brilliant after the white that its single flower caught the eye 
and held charmed. Beyond, the pink Erythraea began increasing and swelled 
numbers till reached its height. Following the Erythraea came unus- 
ual field blended colors. the vivid green grass was stand pink 
phlox and level higher, thinly but uniformly through it, stand 
some bright yellow flower. While the color combination seems and in- 
harmonious, curiously enough the effect the yellow was merely lighten 
the pink, illuminate the field rare and surprising manner. After this, 
Nature would nothing weaken such effect, there followed miles 
white daisies. 

Before sundown passed our next landmark, Santa Rosa 
names marking the road between Corpus Christi and Brownsville are those 
ranches, windmills, motts—and after driving the hubs through freshet 
lakes camped for the night between two runs, much the dissatisfaction 
the old Texas camp man who said that had been caught that way win- 
ter, camping beside dry wash and having stand his knees water 
half the night! The only excitements the night, however, proved the 
passing birds the darkness, the fine chip small migrants, the 
Black-crowned Night Herons, and low over the thrilling swishing 
heavy wings, probably those Wild Turkeys. the night had been dry, 
Mr. Bailey found pocket mice and kangaroo rats his traps, for had now 
entered the sand belt that supplies homes for these small burrowing animals 
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and the badgers that prey them, all which are unknown the clay belts 
adjoining Corpus Christi and Brownsville. 

After visiting the traps went search the birds that were holding 
jubilee the other side the woods, and spite the warning the old 
Texan, ‘‘Look out, there’s varmints that bresh,’’ pushed through the dense 
and thorn armored thicket, bending low escape the thorny branches 
shoving rigidly through with minds hardened the pricks needles, 
though with eyes out for coiled rattlesnakes. After strenuous passage 
reached the edge lake flood water, the middle which mesquite 
trees stood their heads, black-spotted with Jackdaws, squawking and 
squealing almost loud enough drown even the cackling Coots and barking 
Grebes that were adding the merry medley that April morning. 

one corner the pond small flock Cormorants perched the mes- 
quites, their long snaky necks and bills raised expectantly. When they de- 
scended the water they looked droller than ever, for they still sat with long 
bills pointed skyward. party gray, white-billed Coots feeding quietly 
dark green tule cove standing the beach home, and scattered 
groups Coots swimming about leisurely homelike fashion offered amus- 
ing contrasts the strained alert manner the Cormorants. Some Eared 
Grebes with light ear patches were swimming about complacently 
the Dabchicks, between dives, though their spring journey was not yet com- 
pleted. Through the bushes caught sight two Gallinules disappearing 
fast merely saw their small hen-like heads and bright red bills passing. 

Along shore the sand was filled with holes and pellet-made chimneys 
fiddler and spied one little fellow with its arms around victim back- 
ing down its hole. Coon tracks the sand told the other side the crab 
story. 

Taking our journey again our prairie road disappeared another 
flood pond, which went the hubs. Beyond, the dry prairie 
drove through bands color, miles low pink phlox and pink primroses, yel- 
low Coreopsis, Senecio, Oenothera, orange brown Thelesperma, scarlet paint- 
ed-cup and white daisies. During the day noted the Blue Grosbeak, Red- 
winged Blackbird, and Maryland Yellow-throat. oak mott that 
there was interesting old stage station, Mexican pole house with 
thatched roof, its pole walls chinked with mud, brush corral adding the 
foreign picture. 

Under the oaks the mott found three fellow travelers, old Mexi- 
can with pointed hat, boy with three-story water jug his hand, and 
solemn little burro with skin spread his back. Our mules shied 
the group but stopped talk the wayfarers and persuaded them 
sell the handsome white-collared skin. Where had been secured, 
our Spanish was inadequate discover, but few the wary wild pigs are 
still left the region though they escape the hunter taking caves and 
and thorn brush. mounted cowboy ropes one, does with 
great risk his horse, for the pigs when brought bay gash the horse’s legs 
with their sharp tusks. 

After leaving the mott, instead prairies glowing with flowers, 
equally beautiful green salt marshes alive with light that glinted from the 
stems the marsh grass. The green level stretching away the horizon was 
dotted with ponds, some bordered with tules, some merely flood water ponds 


4 


188 THE CONDOR Vol. XVIII 


with submerged tufts marsh grass, but all covered with water fowl, some 
which were resting and feeding their way from Argentina Alaska. 
Among those seen were the Solitary, the Western, and Buff-breasted Sand- 
pipers, Dowitchers, Black-necked Stilts, Killdeer, Greater and Lesser Yellow- 
legs, feeding flocks together, besides quakerish Willets, and comfortable 
looking Shovellers. How interesting meet the travelers half way! 

But while our morning, with its lakes full water fowl, was the most 
exciting our journey, our afternoon dragged slowly along for had reached 
the sixty eighty mile stretch light sand that from the hard 
bottomed sand the mesquite land makes such hard pulling that had been 
warned about before starting. Coarse poor grass and low oak brush replaced 
the flowers had come consider our portion, and sand dunes were the 
most interesting landscape features. The country was bare bird plant 
life with two notable exceptions. Upland Plover were passed along the road 
tame that they walked close with gentle fearlessness, their heads 
raised, their mild eyes resting upon us; and farther saw flock per- 
haps hundred Long-billed Curlew flying toward the ocean long shifting 
line, now broad now saw-tooth now straight line, stirring sight. 
When the birds had gone, the hours dragged out and helped them pass 
best could analyzing stray flowers, collecting occasional specimen, 


photographing some new type vegetation, studying constellations for 


our nights the open, and dipping into the miniature pocket poets had 
brought for such hours need. After Wordsworth were well attuned 
the quiet prairie sunset, warm, serene sunset, the round pink ball going down 
the level horizon broadening the outlook till found ourselves quoting 
Lanier’s Marshes Glynn with their range and their sweep. 

last the low line trees had been wearily traveling toward for hours 
was reached and proved veritable oasis the sand belt. oak mott, San 
Ignatia name, raised only few feet above the general level but made 
large old live oaks that dispensed cool shade through the hot hours and offered 
shelter birds from all the region round about. The trees, filled with nests, 
were noisy with squawking Jackdaws, clamoring Scissor-tails, and loquacious 
Mockingbirds, the heated medley being cooled down the quiet cooing 
Doves. When the aviary had settled down for the night rattlesnake, 
ered too near our tent, had shot, and the report the gun amaz- 
ingly large flock Scissor-tails burst out the tree, proving what the oak 
mott meant the treeless prairie. The oaks had been trimmed for wood 
previous travelers, but after making camp did not take the old Texan 
long some dead branches could lassoo, and were soon sitting 
before the camp fire enjoying our supper after our long day’s drive. 

The stars came out temptingly that carried our sleeping bags out 
under them the open prairie. sleep under the stars the open, level 
prairie—the dream years was realized last! from raft 
the ocean the entire circle your horizon star-filled sky! night closes 
around you, you seem alone with the stars. Mortal longer, you be- 
come point the universe. All human all the littleness human life 
drop from you, the great universe lies close around you. 

But one cannot always stay the illuminated, soul expanding mountain 
tops. The return earth this case did not bring the looked for second rat- 
tlesnake, but scorpion fell from shaken sleeve the next morning. The day 
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was spent trapping, skinning, and writing notes among the bird colony 
the oak mott. Its rarest member, Pyrocephalus, the exquisite little 
breasted Flycatcher sang rapturous flight song suggestive that the 
Cassin Sparrow. When midair would puff out the feathers his breast 
till might have been full blown red rose, and then float down through the 
air the flowery fields below. The Jackdaws, prominent members the 
mott colony, amused their buffoonry, their attitudinizing, their 
ling, brush-breaking noises and their falsetto squeals while their mates calmly 
gathered nesting material. Golden-fronted and Texas Woodpeckers 
they passed back and forth through the trees, the Golden-fronted with loud 
penetrating rattle. Vireos hunted about, and passing Warblers, among them the 
Black and White Creeper, chipped the tree tops. belated Chestnut-sided 
was seen another oak mott later the day. Mockingbird was building 
oak and found Lark Sparrow’s nest sunk the ground the foot 
bush containing four eggs. the live oaks were found clumps stout air 
plant related the Spanish moss with beautiful purple fuschia-like flowers 
that proved new species, and was photographed, was also 
solid pink phlox, though, alas, could not reproduce the colors! 

When again took the road and Barn Swallows with their dark backs 
and deep chestnut breasts around us, contrast realized anew 
how keen and bright were the tones the prairie flowers. drove 
Caracara with its proud, erect bearing, waited low tree ahead till 
could distinguish its black and flew off its white wing tips were 
conspicuous. partly eaten snake and the Mexican emblem seemed well 
related. Very few birds were seen along the road these last days April, 
and those mostly summer residents, few Mourning Doves and Horned Larks, 
flock Cowbirds around herd cattle, and once Nighthawk sitting with 
furled sails ‘chip’ the prairie. Resident bird life centered the 
motts, where Wood Pewees, Lark Sparrows, Quail, Clay-colored Sparrows, 
Blue Grosbeaks, Curve-billed Thrashers, and Mockingbirds were seen, 
Mocker one place feeding half grown young. Mockingbirds were abund- 
ant that the old Texan remarked comprehensively, you find bush 
you’ll find Mocker, without accident, from Corpus here.’’ 

The largest mott, which was seen the twenty-ninth, offered such gen- 
erous shade that cattle had bared the ground under its oak roof. Jackdaws 
were making great commotion here and Orioles and Black and White Creep- 
ers increased our wish that might camp and investigate. 

north wind gave beautiful sight, flock perhaps forty White 
Pelicans maneuvering the sky, flying wedge straight line, for, 
were told, north wind makes them fly north because piles the water 
high down the gulf that they cannot get their fish. The events the hour 
were number large Hawks, the Harris, Sennett, and Swainson, some 
them perching telegraph poles, appreciating the rare possibility, beau- 
tiful, smooth sand dunes, and our old friends the mesquite and cactus, together 
with ponds enlivened Redwings and waders, and brilliant yel- 
low Coreopsis rings. These yellow rings around pools were numerous that 
they demonstrated the taste the flowers. 

Sauz Ranch, the next spot the map, proved not only white man’s 
ranch and stage station but Mexican village picturesque hackells made 
branches and thatched with grass, inhabited Mexicans who rode around 
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with tall peaked hats. passing goat pen persuaded the white-bearded 
goatherd take dime for cup goat’s milk though urged that was 
worth only centavo. jolly party Mexicans traveling prairie 
schooner camped our water tanks. 

Here saw our first tropical and sub-tropical White-winged Dove, bird 
which afterwards grew rapidly common. hooting sat branch and 
puffed out its throat emitting its curious hollow, cavernous whoo-hoo’-hoo-hoo’. 
nest that discovered was huisache over flood water about six feet 
from the ground. 

Beyond Ranch new effect was given the woods the butterfly 
tree (Parkinsonia aculeata). had been only bud Petranilla Creek 
week before, but were going south and was here fn)) its jessa- 
mine-like yellow flowers having delicate fragrance. Salvia also added 
bright touch the woods, and outside the magenta poppies increased num- 
bers. 

continued) 


HOSPITAL FOR WILD BIRDS 


WITH TWO PHOTOS THE AUTHOR 


the most delightful sequelae efforts interest school 
children bird-life and its protection, was the establishment hos- 

pital for the care and treatment wild birds suffering from what 
might termed the normal catastrophes which happen vast numbers 
our feathered brothers they journey from their embryonic egg-shell home 
the grave. For number years had been devoting much time and 
attention arousing general interest the welfare and protection bird- 
life, through talks birds, illustrated lantern slides and mounted speci- 
mens; but seemed impossible arouse permanent interest and abiding 
enthusiasm the children until adopted the plan taking the live birds 
that had been restored from some accident, and showing them the chil- 
dren, the same time reciting the life-histories the feathered patients, the 
character their injuries, and the method treatment carried out for their 
relief. This plan met with immediate response, and the children deluged 
with such numbers crippled birds that was compelled erect com- 
modious aviary (fig. 50), and call into use large number small cages 
for the accomodation the seriously injured. 

Within twelve months the size the hospital had doubled accom- 
odate the feathered patients; and following the heavy hail storm 
July 18, 1915, was completely swamped and had resort all kinds de- 
vices furnish shelter for the flocks battered and broken creatures brought 
the children. Forty-five robins suffering from broken wings, broken 
legs, eyes knocked out, and bodies battered and bruised, refrigerated ten 
twelve hours spent windrows hail stones, were brought the hospital 
for treatment; and fifteen miscellaneous victims—bluebirds, finches, black- 
headed grosbeaks, yellow warblers, red-shafted flickers, meadowlarks, tana- 
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gers, orioles, doves, sparrows and two Calliope hummingbirds rounded out the 
grist this dreadful bombardment icy bullets. The fatality this group 
patients was very heavy, due exposure the ice-water bath they were 
subjected for many hours, which seemed have developed pneumonic 
conditions. 

more pitiful sight than those forty-five injured robins, with their 
bound-up broken wings and legs, could hardly imagined, and what touched 
heart most deeply was the immediate response they manifested 
efforts for the relief their sufferings. Within thirty-six hours they had lost 
all fear presence, and 
when would approach the 
hospita) and them, 
your dinner?’’, every head 
would up, and joyous 
Then, opened the 
earth-worms 
bread and milk, they would 
the 
waiter and devouring 
the meal voracious man- 
ner. Their jousts feed- 
ing time were highly amus- 
ing and revealed robin na- 
ture had never seen 
which ensued two 
birds grabbed opposite ends 
the same angle-worm, was 
the hearty mer- 
riment. 

souvenir this hail 
storm was brought but 
Yellow 
her nest with out-stretched 
wings, record vain en- Fig. 50. CRIPPLED BIRDS MAINTAINED 
her infant babies. life 
was blotted out instantly the impact icy bullet her head, and 
there this attitude loyal devotion her home, she found her 
the dry atmosphere absorbing the liquids the body and mummifying it. 

fledgling robin suffering from fracture the right wing proved 
one the most interesting all feathered patients. was dwarfish 
not only body but mind, also possessing irascible temper which was 
constantly state explosion. was restless and fidgety, and dashed 
about recklessly, that kept his plumage dreadful state dilapida- 
tion, and his wing feathers were frazzled could not fly, and his tail was 
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demora)ized and abbreviated that was naturally nicknamed 
Feeding time was the opportune occasion for the foo)ishness his 
temper. long was sole guest the festa) dish, and was shoveling 
into his stomach mouthfuls food with voracity suggestive that one min- 
ute was the limit his life tenure, all was well; but the instant his companion, 
the Western Meadowlark, attempted partake the boiled bread and milk 
and beef, Bobby was instantly transformed into veritable fury, and 
would fly upon the lark, peck, and kick it, using his legs just the 
same rooster, until the poor, timid creature would creep away into the 
farthest corner the cage and wait until Bobby had stuffed himself into 
condition stupid indiffer- 
ence. Bobby was one the 
most foreeful all 
recovered feathered patients, 
which display the 
dren, giving the life history 


Bobby’s horrid ta- 


ble manners and exhibition 
temper furnished endless 
suggestions for sermon- 
ettes. finally died from 
the effect prolonged 


bath which insisted 
taking one cold evening 
early May. 

From point 
view American Bittern 
which had under treatment 
for several months yielded 
the greatest satisfaction and 
interest. While 
across the State his breed- 
tracted the inviting scen- 
ery and restful appearance 
the land lying the foot 
Pikes Peak, and conclud- 
stop over for few 
days 
had commenced investigate the chances for dinner along the shores 
one our numerous reservoirs, before ‘‘a boy and appeared upon the 
scene, and the next instant the poor creature was tumbling about with dis- 
abled wing, while the upper mandible was shot two about midway, held 
from separation merely the soft tissues. matter experiment the 
fractured mandible was adjusted and properly held place splints, but 
within week’s time nature had amputated the dead point. Then curiosity 
discover what effort nature would make repair the broken member in- 
duced continue for the bird (see fig. 51). 


Fig. 51. AMERICAN BITTERN; STUMP 
UPPER MANDIBLE HEALING AFTER SHOT WOUND 
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was impossible for the poor feed became 
npon assume the foster father, and soon 
covered had big contract upon hands, for the mutilated mandibles had 
pried apart and the food thrust down his remarkably gullet 
several times daily. Not once was this process performed without vigorous 
protest his part, and the sounding forth his bellowing notes. His mimi- 
ery was fascinating and ever source interest and amusement, especially 
when realized that was not fooling you and would descend from his 
statuesque attitude, and suddenly, trick feather adjustment, assume 
three times his normal proportions, uttering roar disgust and resentment. 
Nature made feeble effort reproduce the destroyed horny material the 
bill, the result being thin nail-like projection little over half inch long. 
After several months the bittern’s appetite began fail and died inani- 
tion. 

Quite large number feathered patients, consisting house sparrows, 
finches, horned larks and western meadowlarks, were recorded the hospital 
during the early summer months victims the serew-fly maggot, marked 
increase being noted the present summer. This fly has deadly method 
the deposit its eggs, which are hatched the process insertion into the 
flesh its victim, regions being selected largely inaccessible the beak 
the bird. The inner corner the eye, the top the head, the neck, and the 
under sides the wings seem the favorite locations selected the fly, 
although some the victims were simply dotted all over with the worms. 
never observed any the worm-infested birds making efforts remove the 
maggots, giving evidence that they were suffering from local irritation 
discomfort, but all seemed stupid and drowsy though under the influ- 
ence septic poisoning. 

Two fledgling western meadowlarks found wandering quite distance 
from their nest, were found literally alive with the horrid maggots, one 
yielding twenty-six and the other twenty-four specimens. Very few these 
fly-stung birds recovered, even when relieved their deadly messmates, sep- 
tie conditions prevailing fatal extent. the remarkable thing about 
this maggot that immediately abandons its victim soon death ensues. 
Human beings are infested well birds and mammals. child few 
months old while being wheeled its carriage through one our parks cried 
out suddenly pain, and the mother noticed dashing against 
the face the infant. the time the mother reached office with the 
child found half dozen these maggots burrowed half their 
length the skin the baby’s face. 

bird hospital has furnished with endless number incidents 
and anecdotes bird life which treasure for the enjoyment and edifica- 
tion the school children, who, many thousand numbers, have become 
faithful and loyal coadjutors the care and protection bird-life. And 
through this glorious service for our feathered brothers, the birds, have gar- 
nered the sweetest joys life, and prolonged years beyond man’s allotted 


time. 
Colorado Springs, Colorado, August 
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SOME BIRDS THE FRESNO DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA 
SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES 


JOHN TYLER 


Pacific Coast Avifauna No. one hundred and sixty-one species and sub- 
species birds were listed within the region under consider- 
ation. Recent field work has enabled identify number others 

and have also had the pleasure examining small collection skins 
belonging Mr. Ohl, from which obtained several interesting records. 

Occasional mention was made Avifauna No. the New Hope District, 
schoolhouse that name furnishing the only means locating rather 
sparsely settled portion Fresno County. railroad has since been con- 
structed and the city Helm, with its postoffice the same name, 
has arisen dispossess the school the honor being the only nameable 
object vast area interesting country. The seventh line page 
former paper should read instead ‘‘Chowchilla’’ Ranch, 
the latter being inexcusable error part. 

The thirty-three birds listed herewith brings the total for the Fresno 
District one hundred and ninety-four. 


162. Colymbus nigricollis californicus (Heermann). 

Larus delawarensis Ord. 

164. TERN. Sterna caspia Pallas. 

165. Sterna hirundo Linnaeus. 

166. AMERICAN MERGANSER. Mergus americanus Cassin. 

167. Chaulelasmus streperus (Linnaeus). 

168. Marila valisineria (Wilson). 

169. Duck. Marila marila (Linnaeus). 

170. Lesser Duck. Marila affinis (Eyton). 

171. Charitonetta albeola (Linnaeus). 

172. Ross Snow Goose. Chen rossi (Cassin). 

173. Branta canadensis minima Ridgway. 

174. AMERICAN Herodias egretta (Gmelin). 

175. Egretta candidissima candidissima (Gmelin). 

176. Sora. Porzana carolina (Linnaeus). 

Steganopus tricolor Vieillot. 

178. DowITCHER. Macrorhamphus griseus scolopaceus (Say). 
SANDPIPER. Ereunetes mauri Cabanis. 

180. Actitis macularia (Linnaeus). 

181. SEMIPALMATED Aegialitis semipalmata (Bonaparte). 

182. Aegialitis nivosa Cassin. 

183. RED-BELLIED HAWK. Buteo lineatus elegans Cassin. 

184. Falco columbarius richardsoni Ridgway. 
185. Osprey. Pandion haliaetus carolinensis (Gmelin). 

186. Dusky Phalaenoptilus nuttalli californicus Ridgway. 
Empidonax trailli trailli (Audubon). 

188. ARIZONA ORIOLE. Icterus cucullatus nelsoni Ridgway. 

189. CALIFORNIA PuRPLE Carpodacus purpureus californicus Baird. 
Sone Sparrow. Melospiza melodia fisherella Oberholser. 
TOWHEE. Oreospiza chlorura (Audubon). 

Vireosylva gilva swainsoni (Baird). 
THRASHER. Oreoscoptes montanus (Townsend). 

CANYON Catherpes mexicanus punctulatus Ridgway. 
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GENERAL ACCOUNTS THE BIRDS 


Colymbus nigricollis californicus (Heermann). Eared Grebe. May 23, 1915, Mr. 
Law and saw one pair Eared Grebes and single individual large, shal- 
low pond near Riverdale. The pair seemed much interested the largest several 
clumps tules and watched them for some time through Mr. Law’s high power 
glasses. June returned the pond and finally located nest opening among 
the tules. was floating water three and one-half feet depth, and portion 
one the carelessly covered eggs was visible from the opposite side the opening 
about fifteen feet away. The nest was slovenly arranged mass dead tule stems 
and way resembled the well-made, compact nests Pied-billed Grebes. There 
were four eggs, all somewhat incubated and very much stained. Only one bird was 
present and remained near-by while was inspecting the nest. 

Larus delawarensis Ord. Ring-billed Gull. This gull has been reported several 
times from different parts the valley, usually single birds during migra- 
tions. Mr. Moore Selma has mounted specimen taken several years ago 
small pond near that place. was unable learn the date capture. 

Sterna caspia Pallas. Caspian Tern. These large handsome terns occur quite com- 
monly spring and fall migrants through the district. They seem enter the county 
near the Summit Lake region, follow down the Fresno Slough its confluence with the 
San Joaquin River and then northward along that stream. have never observed them 
elsewhere, except occasional bird may wander for short distance out over the 
adjacent overflowed territory. Small companies are usually the rule the spring, but 
after the nesting season single birds are often seen. April 1914, one individual was 
observed the dam near Mendota and the 18th the same month another was 
noted flying back and forth over the west end Summit Lake. May 1914, flock 
nine was seen flying down the river near the drawbridge Firebaugh. August 14, 
1914, fully dozen these red-billed terns were observed flying over the slough 
White’s Bridge. They were not associated flock, but each individual seemed 
fish over well defined, semicircular course about one-half mile length. They kept 
some distance apart and occasionally gave voice grating noise. All were post- 
breeding plumage, with the black caps streaked with white. One specimen was taken, 
adult female. passed the same place August and September and noted 
Sterna caspia each occasion; but few days later none were seen. late Octo- 
ber 1915, Mr. Seymour Hersey found Caspian Terns still evidence and collected 
specimens the Madera County side the river near Mendota. Both adults and im- 
matures were present. 

Sterna hirundo Linnaeus. Common Tern. Mr. Seymour Hersey collected spe- 
cimen this species October 1915, near Mendota, but the Madera County side 
the river. The bird was immature female and, far aware, this the 
only recorded instance the occurrence this tern anywhere the interior the 
State. Another bird taken the same place proved the common Sterna forsteri. 

Mergus americanus Cassin. American Merganser. collection contains beauti- 
ful male this species, taken near Firebaugh January 20, 1915. 

Chaulelasmus streperus (Linnaeus). Gadwall. The Gray Duck occurs sparingly 
winter visitant but seems decreasing from year year. Possibly formerly 
bred suitable places, but does the present time limited numbers. 
There was mounted specimen the office Ferguson Fresno. This bird 
was shot near Helm during the winter 1912. 

Marila valisineria (Wilson). Canvas-back. The winter 1913-14 brought large 
numbers Canvas-backs into the San Joaquin Valley. They arrived early Novem- 
ber and were common until February, and possibly later. November 29, 1913, 
party hunters reported fully two hundred and fifty “cans” the Artesian Lake near 
Helm, and brought adult male which now collection together with an- 
other male from near Firebaugh, taken January 20, 1914. Personally never saw but 
one female, and several hunters told that very few females were ever encountered. 

Marila marila (Linnaeus). Greater Scaup Duck. Mr. Ohl’s collection contains 
male this species from the Herminghaus Ranch near Mendota. The label bears the 
date April 1912. According Pacific Coast Avifauna No. there only one 
other known instance the occurrence this duck anywhere the interior the 
State. 
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Marila affinis (Eyton). Lesser Scaup Duck. The Lesser Scaup occurs rather un- 
commonly winter visitant, usually being encountered single birds either alone 
flocks other species. Mr. Ellis reports shooting one October 15, 
1913, the Herminghaus Ranch Mendota. 

Charitonetta albeola (Linnaeus). Buffle-head. have seen few mounted winter 
specimens this handsome little duck, but does not occur commonly anywhere 
the Fresno District. The favorite resorts are the large open ponds, similar those 
chosen the Ruddy Duck, rather than the narrow sloughs and the tule ponds. 

Chen rossi (Cassin). Ross Snow Goose. This little snow goose, known hunters 
rather common winter visitant the open country along the west 
side the county. occurs regularly the region about Firebaugh, but exceed- 
ingly wary and difficult approach. Several large flocks were observed near Oxalis, 
January 26, 1916. Their habits seem differ considerably from those the Lesser 
Snow Goose. 

Branta canadensis minima Ridgway. Cackling Goose. specimen this goose 
collection was taken near White’s Bridge, January 11, 1915. This species, 
common with several other geese, regular winter visitant the open country 
the western part the district. the markets these little geese are often referred 
“young honkers”, but the market hunters call them “Brant” “Black Brant”. 

Herodias egretta (Gmelin). American Egret. noticeable increase the egret 
population this part the San Joaquin Valley during the past few years would seem 
indicate that this handsome species will able hold its own against everything 
save the encroachments agriculture. There probably small breeding colony some- 
where the Laton Summit Lake region addition the recorded 
Bryant Stanislaus County. December 1914, Mr. Ellis noted thirteen egrets 
near Riverdale. the 18th the same month saw six near the same place, and 
young man informed that twelve had been seen flying over the barn his father’s 
ranch earlier the day. Hundreds Night Herons and great many Ardea herodias 
hyperonca were attracted the same locality. Throughout the summer, egrets may 
confidently looked for the extensive fields the Herminghaus Ranch near Mendota. 
April 1914, saw three, and exactly month later one was approached auto 
within seventy-five yards before took wing. May 26, 1915, Dr. Fisher and 
the writer counted seven egrets standing the over-flowed areas the field. The 
birds are always exceedingly wary and man foot can seldom hope get nearer 
than three four hundred yards; yet when flying from their roosting places their 
feeding grounds egrets fly very low and frequently pass directly over houses roads. 

Egretta candidissima candidissima (Gmelin). Snowy Egret. Reports from several 
reliable observers agree that the Snowy Heron was common species throughout suit- 
able areas Fresno County before the inroads agriculture had transformed much 
the swamp lands into grain and alfalfa fields. They still occur, but very limited 
numbers, summer visitants the region near the confluence the Fresno Slough 
and the San Joaquin River and the Firebaugh district. Unlike the larger species 
this egret has shown noticeable increase late and seems gradually disap- 
pearing. During the years their abundance, this species often assembled, after the 
breeding season, flocks thirty more individuals. 

Porzana carolina (Linnaeus). Sora. have number fall, winter, and spring 
records this rail but have never detected mid-summer, although possibly breeds 
not uncommonly. The numerous telephone and power wires annually prove destructive 
great number rails, coots, gallinules and other night-flying migrants. Mr. 
Ohl has specimen the Sora picked from beneath the wires near White’s Bridge 
September 12, 1912, and found another victim near McMullen April 17, 1914. 
December 1912, noted Sora the slough near Centerville, and December 25, 1914, 
two were seen feeding, late the afternoon, tule pond eight miles southwest 
Fresno. 

Steganopus tricolor Vieillot. Wilson Phalarope. While driving along the road 
about fifteen miles east Firebaugh, Madera County, May 24, 1915, Mr. Law 
and discovered pair Wilson Phalaropes near series shallow alkaline overflow 
ponds. One these birds was male breeding condition and plumage. Other evi- 
dence, too, seemed warrant the conclusion that this pair might have been nesting 
nearby. 
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Macrorhamphus griseus scolopaceus (Say). Dowitcher. This interest- 
ing wader occurs spring and fall migrant, but from observations not very 
abundant any time. October 18, 1912, two were noted small pond near Easton, 
and August 1914, single bird was seen near Fresno. This latter individual seemed 
have already molted the brilliant cinnamon breeding plumage notwithstanding the 
early fall date. specimen which Mr. Ohl examined May 1913, was very rich 
plumage and the stomach contained three angle-worms and two cut-worms. 

Ereunetes mauri Cabanis. Western Sandpiper. This sandpiper abundant 
spring and fall migrant, and winters sparingly, being greatly outnumbered this sea- 
son, however, the somewhat similar Pisobia minutilla. During the spring many 
flocks the latter contain scattering individuals this species. Migrant Western 
Sandpipers were still present large numbers many the ponds late May 
1914, and July 1915, small returning flock had appeared the White’s Bridge 
region. August 12, 1914, this species was rather common along the Madera road 
east Firebaugh, and October 15, 1915, they fairly swarmed about several large ponds 
near Riverdale. Around some the stagnant alkaline ponds south Caruthers have 
noted very heavy mortality among the flocks spring migrants. 

Actitis macularia (Linnaeus). Spotted Sandpiper. April 1914, Mr. 
Ellis called attention small wader that had been noted daily during the pre- 
ceding three weeks more, the boom-logs the Mendota dam. The bird proved 
Spotted Sandpiper the unspotted winter plumage. fed along the logs, bal- 
ancing and teetering characteristic fashion, and seemed not the least disconcerted 
the very near presence numerous fishermen. 

Aegialitis semipalmata (Bonaparte). Semipalmated Plover. have adult male 
this species, collected April 21, 1914, small pond near Riverdale. was feeding 
the mud several feet from the water’s edge. Near-by were several avocets, stilts and 
killdeer. October 15, 1915, the dried-up remains another Semipalmated Plover were 
discovered the shore large pond not over mile from where the one mentioned 
above was taken. 

Aegialitis nivosa Cassin. Snowy Plover. rare visitant the larger open bodies 
water. Mr. Law and discovered pair near the shallow overflow along the 
Madera road, east Firebaugh, May 24, 1915. All indications pointed the probability 
that this pair was preparing nest. 

Buteo lineatus elegans Cassin. Red-bellied Hawk. This handsome hawk has never 
been detected anywhere this region the numbers that one might reasonably expect. 
occurs sparingly the Kings River bottoms near Sanger, where saw beautiful 
example January 1913. have breeding records. 

Falco columbarius richardsoni Ridgway. Richardson Pigeon Hawk. recorded 
Falco columbarius columbarius Pacific Coast Avifauna No. page 46, the records 
being based several birds seen but not collected. October 1915, Mr. Seymour 
Hersey collected specimen richardsoni the Madera County side the river, 
near Mendota. was female good plumage and was very grateful Mr. Hersey 
for supplying new species for list, even though doing put the 
necessity collecting further specimens determine whether not Falco columbarius 
columbarius occurs all. This record and that Sterna hirundo are made through 
the kindness Mr. Bent. 

Pandion haliaetus carolinensis (Gmelin). Osprey. The Fish Hawk was quite fre- 
quently noted, former years, along the Kings and San Joaquin rivers according 
several reliable observers, but has now become very rare. saw one the San Joa- 
quin River near Herndon March 31, 1914, and was fortunate see him plunge 
into the river from considerable height. 

Phalaenoptilus nuttalli californicus Ridgway. Dusky Poor-will. Mr. Ohl has 
specimen this bird taken March 27, 1912, Mendota, and have one from Piedra, 
collected March 

Empidonax trailli trailli (Audubon). Flycatcher. spring and summer vis- 
itant, being encountered occasionally the willows along certain have never 
found nest, but May 23, 1915, Mr. Law heard one these flycatchers singing 
the willows surrounding small deep-water pond, north Riverdale. The date 
would seem indicate the possibility that this bird was preparing nest, and the sur- 
roundings were most favorable. 
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Icterus cucullatus nelsoni Ridgway. Arizona Hooded Oriole. Miss Winifred Wear 
was the first record this species from the Fresno District (see 234). 
June 27, 1915, personally saw pair Arizona Hooded Orioles some fig trees 
along the White’s Bridge road, about seven miles west Fresno. watched them for 
ten minutes more, being within fifteen feet them. This the only known in- 
stance female being seen here. least one, and probably several, males this 
species were present during the summer 1911. June that year male was 
seen vine the yard residence town and the song was frequently heard, 
usually tall eucalyptus trees various parts the city. was last heard about 
July feel quite positive that nelsoni were present during the three intervening 
summers. 

Carpodacus purpureus californicus Baird. California Purple Finch. the Auk, 
vol. page 415, Mr. Milton Ray recorded this bird from Firebaugh. response 
inquiry Mr. Ray wrote that but single bird was noted, male that was sing- 
ing from the top one the clumps trees along the river near town. 

Melospiza melodia fisherella Oberholser. Modoc Song Sparrow. collected spe- 
cimen this form near Oxalis, the northwestern corner the county, January 25, 
1916. The bird was discovered patch tules small slough, and specimens 
heermanni were taken the same time and place. 

Oreospiza chlorura (Audubon). Green-tailed Towhee. Mr. Ohl has speci- 
men this species which found dead among some straw and refuse from barn 
Mendota, September 10, 1912. The sex was not determined, decomposition was be- 
ginning the time the bird was discovered. 

Vireosylva gilva swainsoni (Baird). Western Warbling Vireo. May 23, 1915, while 
exploring some the small ponds north Riverdale, Mr. Law saw single vireo 
this species. The bird sang repeatedly close range. was investigating another 
3mall willow-bordered pond short distance away and also saw one these birds. 

Oreoscoptes montanus (Townsend). Sage Thrasher. February 27, 1912, Mr. 
Ohl noticed unfamiliar bird perched fence near Mendota. proved 
female Sage Thrasher and the only one have ever heard the Fresno district. 

Catherpes mexicanus punctulatus Ridgway. Dotted Canyon Wren. During the fall 
months occasional example this wren appears the valley. such times they 
usually frequent open sheds and other farm buildings. September 15, 1914, one was 
seen near Fresno. was apparently devoid fear and seemed much home 
large, open packing shed where crawled over the cornices and along the rafters 
most satisfied manner, frequently giving its harsh but subdued scolding note. one 
occasion series Wren-tit-like notes was heard. The bird was still present 
November following. 


Fresno, California, February 22, 1916. 


SOME BIRD NOTES FROM HUMBOLDT BAY 


JOSEPH MAILLIARD 


WAS the writer’s good fortune recently pass few days—May 
June (1916), inclusive—in the city Eureka, Humboldt County, Cali- 
fornia, and warmly received and most unselfishly assisted Mr. 

Clay, Cooper Club member from whom most have heard from time 
time. his company the hours not occupied putting specimens were 
spent scouring the country for certain forms was especially desirous 
finding upon their native heath, sequoia, salicornia, whatever they elect 
inhabit. Without treading upon the preserves the local ornithologists, 
who probably have surprise two their sleeves, there are few matters 
that might touched upon which may value some the work being 
carried the state, the very least, interest some the ornith- 
ologists following out special lines. 
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The Coast Jay (Cyanocitta carbonacea) the Humboldt Bay region 
appears be, rule, somewhat lighter colored than specimens from Marin 
County. While the Eureka bird inclines mostly toward carbonacea, individ- 
uals vary considerably, and some the lighter ones, taken the first week 
June, differ from June birds taken near the mouth the Russian River, 
Sonoma County, only that they are rather darker the head and back, 
while the lighter blues with certain greenish tinge are very close the 
tints the same feathers specimens unquestionable frontalis, which 
form the Russian River birds are closely allied. whole, however, the 
Humboldt Bay bird very similar that the coast country southern 
Monterey County, such vicinity Little Sur River, Lucia, Partington 
Point, ete., all the specimens from these localities, that are our collection 
least (coll. and Mailliard), being somewhat lighter than those 
taken Marin County, athough all classified with 

The California Jay (Aphelocoma californica) seems has never been 
recorded from the vicinity Humboldt Bay, although has been taken 
Hoopa Valley the northeast Eureka and over range moun- 
tains (W. Fisher, Conpor, 1904, 51). This species reported 
Clay breeding Alton, miles south Eureka, elevation only 
few feet above the sea, and except for being little more open, similar type 
country that actually bordering Humboldt Bay. the mounted 
tion birds belonging Dr. Marshall, Eureka, are some specimens 
the California Jay labelled Eureka, put Mr. Smith, that place, 
and taken either one the other these two Cooper Club members. 
While none this species was noted the writer the actual vicinity 
Humboldt Bay, couple were seen and one taken back alti- 
tude about 1800 feet, where poison oak and the buckeye were evidence. 

The Northwestern Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius ph. cawrinus) seems 
have been recorded from California only two the time that 
Grinnell’s Distributional List was published, yet this apparently the form 
breeding the vicinity Humboldt Bay. But few these birds were ob- 
served, and breeding colonies were Around San Francisco Bay, and 
the interior, redwings the breeding season may seen almost any 
favorable locality, such marshes and swamps, along sloughs where tules 
grow, and even along the roads among grain fields. But the Humboldt 
Bay region many seemingly most suitable spots were reconnoitred without 
cess, and where finally found nesting was colonies containing but few 
individuals. Some twenty specimens were taken, and, while the plumage 
this late date (June was not very satisfactory condition for determina- 
tion sub-species, there seems doubt this form being 

Bryant’s Marsh Sparrow bryanti) the 
marshes around Humboldt Bay, its breeding habitat being supposedly con- 
fined tidal marshes. Yet male this form was taken May Knee- 
land prairie top range elevation about 2800 feet and miles 
from salt water. appeared nesting, but neither nest nor mate was 
secured. This individual indistinguishable from specimens taken same 
date salt marsh near Eureka except that the bill more slender than any 
other obtained. 

The Mendocino Song Sparrow (Melospiza cleonensis) given Grin- 
nell’s Distributional List resident fresh water marshes near the sea, but 
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this bird was numerous, specimens being taken, along the bay and salt 
water marshes and around Eureka, though fair state that there was 
probably fresh water not far away each instance. 

The Varied Thrush naevius) has been recorded the Distri- 
butional List summering only the Canadian zone, which makes appear 
there were published record this species breeding sea level 
California. Yet our oological collection are three sets eggs taken 
near Eureka Smith elevations but few feet above the sea. Mr. 
Smith writes that has found this bird nesting from near the salt marshes, 
where the woods come down sea level, high 1500 feet the 
ranges farther back. Localities were visited this occasion where Mr. Clay 
had found the nesting time, other years, but was conspicuous this 
particular season only its entire absence from the scene. Even the more 
Canadian zone, the ranges back Humboldt Bay, none was seen heard. 

The Western Evening Grosbeak (Hesperiphona montana) was found 
near Eureka June three individuals being seen and one taken, they 
were feeding the top spruce. Clay found this species this locality 
May 1911 1912, 74), flock about twenty birds having 
been seen and two secured. While not recorded breeding near the coast, 
sea level, the fact its having been noted there from time time dur- 
ing the nesting season indicates strong possibility its doing so. 

San Francisco, July 25, 1916. 


NOTES THE GOLDEN EAGLE ARIZONA 


WILLARD 


ECENTLY have been told number experiences that have been had 
several old time residents this country with Golden Eagles (Aquila 
chrysaetos). Mr. John Hand reports the killing four-point white- 

tail deer during very heavy fall snow January this year. This took 
place near the summit the Chiricahua Mountains. The deer had been 
pounced upon one more eagles floundered the deep snow, and 
its back was fearfully lacerated the talons. After had succumbed, the 
was dragged down-hill over one hundred yards until lodged against 
large boulder. Three eagles were feeding when first discovered 
some prospectors. day two later Mr. Hand approached closely and fired 
charge fine shot one the birds but failed disable it. this time 
the carcass had begun show taint. Traps were set and one eagle, well aged 
its color showed, was caught. Small pellets shot embedded showed 
was the one Mr. Hand had shot at. The other two eagles were keen enough 
keep out the traps and too shy approached within gunshot. 

1889, Mr. Hand came upon eagle feeding calf was supposed 
have killed. ran after attempted fly off and knocked down 
with the barrel his gun. had gorged heavily could not rise over 
three feet from the ground, there being wind assist its taking flight. 
This was apparently young bird and was sent alive Tucson and later 
Los Angeles, where now supposed one the parks. The meat 
the calf was well the road decay. 
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Mr. Wm. Lutley had somewhat similar experience. The eagle rose from 
the was feeding upon, flapping laboriously get under way. Mr. 
Lutley galloped his horse close and shot with his six-shooter, 
Colt, when plunged the ground and turned its back defend 
itself. captured with difficulty, and tied behind his saddle. 
ing around later, rode toward home, found the skirt the saddle 
was swarming with lice. immediately dispatched the bird and threw 
onto the ground. cut off the wings, head and feet, and also examined the 
body see where had hit when shot. his surprise could find 
sign wound. believes was frightened being overtaken his 
horse and the noise his shot, and purposely dropped the ground get 
into its customary position defence. this occasion, also, there was 
wind assist the bird taking flight. 

Recently two cowboys the employ Mr. Lutley came upon three 
eagles feeding upon the body calf about seven months old. The birds 
were very sluggish and allowed the cowboys approach close enough kill 
one with six-shooter. The other two flew away and last report had not 
been seen again that vicinity which was twelve miles more from the near- 
est available nesting site. This carcass, too, had begun decay. Traps were 
set, but were not sprung any time. Coyotes had made tracks all around, 
but the sight and smell the traps kept these wary animals away. The back 
this calf gave every evidence that had been killed the eagles. Evi- 
dently Golden Eagles some damage live stock. Also the above incidents 
show that the Golden Eagle will, eat carrion. 

isn’t out the way mention here that Bald Eagle 
leucocephalus) was seen numerous occasions perched upon flying among 
the topmost pinnacles the Chiricahua Mountains during the open season for 
deer last fall. was very shy and would not permit any close approach. 
was supposed have fed upon wounded deer, offal from such were 
killed hunters. 

Tombstone, Arizona, April 1916. 


FROM FIELD AND STUDY 


Black-headed Grosbeaks Eating Butter.—At Idyllwild, the San Jacinto Mountains, 
August 1907, was told Mrs. Atwood Riverside that the Grosbeaks came her 
tent for butter, hunting for persistently that she put covered hanging box, 
after which they flew against the box again and again. She said that the birds also ate 
bacon drippings when these were Washington, 


Nestfull.—On April 17, 1916, found nest the Spurred Towhee (Pipilo 
dense blackberry thicket the Los Angeles River bottom. was 
placed depression the ground the base the berry bush, made leaves and 
grass usual, and measured about inches across the inside. The contents 
were nine fresh eggs, quite nest full, full fact that some the eggs protruded 
above the edge the sheltering structure, that the mother towhee could sit the 
nest but not it. Four the eggs were laid the towhee, and five them, rather 
the larger half, Valley Quail (Lophortyz vallicola)! When discovered, the tow- 
hee was assiduously trying hatch out this large and unevenly divided family. have 
not found such occurrence cited any books bird lore. When discovered the 
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towhee’s nest was first under the impression that cowbird had been her 
usual ATKINS, Los Angeles, California. 


Sierra Junco Golden Gate Park.—On June 1915, saw pair juncos Golden 
Gate Park, San Francisco, and quite sure they were Junco oreganus thurberi. The 
occurrence this species the bay region summer seems worthy note.— 
San Francisco, California. 


Pomarine Jaeger San Francisco Bay.—On May 15, 1916, about 4:30 
while crossing the Bay from San Francisco Sausalito, attention was drawn 
bird whose actions closely resembled those Stercorarius pomarinus but, unfortun- 
ately, the individual was too far distant warrant record. The return trip the 
following morning proved more successful, however, four birds this species being 
seen such close range make identification positive. One passed very close 
the ferry boat about west of, and near to, Alcatraz Island; the other three were noted 
just after passing the island. the time these occurrences (about 8:30 M.) 
heavy west wind and strong flood tide, both unusual intensity, were evidence, 
the consequent tide-rips the neighborhood Alcatraz being extreme. 

Grinnell’s Distributional List the Birds California this species referred 
follows: “Common fall migrant coastwise. Recorded from San 
San Francisco Bay .... and from off Monterey.” Thus would appear that this 
the first authentic spring record for the Bay waters. 

For many years have regularly travelled between San Francisco and Sausalito 
during the spring, but in spite of constant vigilance my records of this species have 
heretofore been confined the months September and October, when their appear- 
ance small and varying numbers can safely depended upon, though not necessarily 
San Francisco, California. 


Hummingbird Mistakes Scarlet Yarn for Flower.—On recent trip favorite 
canyon quest hummingbirds, discovered that someone had been picnicing there 
and had tied bits scarlet yarn danger signals the poison oak bushes the 
vicinity. noted female hummingbird, apparently the Black-chinned, repeatedly trying 
extract honey from these bits yarn. This was new me, and first thought 
she might hunting for building material. close observation, however, concluded 
that the bright color fooled the bird, and that she expected find some new kind 
nectar.—W. Eagle Rock, California. 


The Vernacular Name Passer domesticus North America.—In the March-April, 
1916, issue Mr. Mitchell questions the advisability using the 
name English Sparrow for Passer domesticus, the House Sparrow Europe. The state- 
ments Mr. Barrows have bearing this point. 1889 Mr. Barrows wrote 
“The name ‘English Sparrow’ misnomer, the species not confined Eng- 
land, but native nearly the whole Europe. The fact that most the birds 
brought America came from England explains the origin the misleading name 
which now widely known that any attempt change would (The 
English Sparrow North America, Dept. Agric., Div. Orn. and Mamm., Bull. 
1889, 17). the same page Mr. Barrows states that the first birds were brought 
from England Brooklyn 1850, and this and succeeding pages gives records 
the principal early importations and transfers the species from one city another. 
Inasmuch the name English Sparrow was considered too well fixed change long 
ago 1889, any attempt correct the error now seems hopeless.—Tracy 
Berkeley, California. 


Breeding the Scott Oriole Los Angeles County, the few 
days spent Palmdale the Antelope Valley between April and May 1916, the 
Scott Oriole parisorum) was found fairly common wherever tree yuccas 
grew abundantly. Possibly few the birds were late migrants, many apparently 
unattached males were seen. Two nests were found, however, one which work had 
just started April 30; the other contained four eggs which incubation had just 
commenced May 4.—ApRIAAN VAN Los Angeles, California. 
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Notes from the Vicinity Los Angeles. 

Aphriza virgata. Surf-bird. May 1915, took bird this species close the 
pier Hyperion, where was feeding with flock gulls. approach the gulls 
flew, while the Surf-bird practically ignored presence. 

Calamospiza melanocorys. Lark Bunting. One taken October 29, 1914, Rancho 
Brea, not far from the fossil beds. This furnishes early fall record species 
that far from common this part the state. was company with Gambel 
Sparrows and Linnets. 

Stercorarius longicaudus. Jaeger. January 26, 1916, took 
immature female this species from the pier Hyperion. This apparently the sec- 
ond record for the California coast south Monterey Bay, and the seventh for the 
state. 

Oidemia americana. American Scoter. female was taken November 24, 1915, 
the sand under the pier Hyperion. was caught alive while napping, with head 
under wing, but was good condition plumage and flesh. This the most ex- 
plicit record have the species for this part the coast, but suspect that sys- 
tematic work were done among the sea-ducks, this scoter would found less rare than 

Rissa tridactyla pollicaris. Pacific Kittiwake. dead bird was found the beach 
near Hyperion, March 1916. had been torn pieces buzzards, but one wing 
and the skull were saved. the same date saw three birds that certain were 
Kittiwakes; they kept themselves, usually over the surf close the beach, but were 
too wild to be taken. 

Puffinus Shearwater. Remains one bird were found 
the beach near Hyperion, December 15, 1915, and the skull saved. Buzzards had 
destroyed the skin. December 1915, picnic party found dead bird this spe- 
cies the beach some miles north Santa Monica, and brought it, with apologies, 
Dr. John Hornung. has given permission record the occurrence here.—L. 
Museum History, Science and Art, Los Angeles, California. 


Variation the Broken-wing Stunt Roadrunner.—We have observed and 
admired the simulation broken wing birds desiring decoy away from their 
nests young. This instinct, for such must called, seems crop out great 
many species, and always with interest that observe the details the perform- 
ance the part bird not hitherto found displaying it. 

was, therefore, highly interesting able watch this performance 
this species with the bird on, situated ten feet from the ground the crotch syca- 
more tree the Santa Ana River bottom near Colton, California, May 10, 1916. 
was climbing near the nest the bird hopped the ground. Immediately began 
squirm, scramble, and drag itself away across open space and full view. The bird 
was simulating broken leg instead the conventional broken wing! The bird held 
its wings closed throughout the demonstration though frequently falling over its 
side its enthusiasm. The whole performance was kept entirely view, the bird 
gradually working away from the tree until was some feet distant when imme- 
diately ran back the base the tree and repeated the whole show. had been 
interested now that had failed examine the nest which when looked into con- 
tained five young probably week old. When got the ground the bird continued its 
stunt rather more frantically than before and order encourage the bird fol- 
lowed, and was pleased see remain highly consistent until was decoyed 
point well outside the grove. Here the bird suddenly ran away full speed and 
direction still away from the nest. 

Now while this variation the broken-wing stunt performed running bird 
compared with flying species perfectly logical, had never before come 
notice. have noted many times the decoying instincts displayed the Patagonian 
Rhea (Rhea darwini) Patagonia, but this bird instead simulating broken leg 
simply pretends that weak and deplorable condition; wobbles and staggers 
with much art, and decoys dogs, foxes and eagles away with great success. Also the 
Rhea uses its wings ostensibly keep its balance. the details the Roadrunner’s 
subterfuge are entirely Colton, California, August 12, 
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The Coming the Cowbird.—The bird-lovers California will regret, sure, 
that that shirker among the feathered tribe, the Dwarf Cowbird (Molothrus ater ob- 
scurus), fast getting foot-hold the southern part the State. Los Angeles 
County, where until year ago these birds were rare, now harboring many them. 

The first time saw one 
these birds was June 22, 
1916, when was giving bird 
talk picnic South Park, 
Los Angeles. told about 
our common birds, many 
them hopped about, picking 
crumbs near the table much 
Presently some one exclaimed: 
“Look that small bird feed- 
ing that large and, peek- 
ing beneath bench, was 
amazed see Song Sparrow 
feeding young Cowbird twice 
her size. The two were about 
all the afternoon, the Cowbird 
going the garbage can 
himself and trying feed. 

July the same year, 
see small bird that was feed- 
ing young Oriole, for such 
informant called it. Mistrust- 
ing that was Cowbird 
friend’s garden, hastened over 
find surmises were right 
and that, again, Song 
had been the victim. The little 
mother was bringing the big 
nestling the baskets where 
bread was always out for the 
birds, and was stuffing down 
him. regret that the 
time was able get 
picture the Sparrow had weaned 
her charge and was only able get picture the Cowbird the feeding table, 
where frequently came and seemed quite ease, indeed should have been when 
the only mother knew had brought there (see fig. WILLIAMS 
Los Angeles, California, July, 1916. 


Fig. 52. Dwarr FEEDING STAND; 
PHOTOGRAPHED JULY 1916, NEAR ARROYO SECO 
Los ANGELES 


Humboldt County Bird Notes.—A female Long-billed Curlew americanus) 
was shot near the mouth Eel River, Humboldt County, California, July 18, 1916, and 
sent for preservation. was evidently young bird the previous year, 
straggler the northwest coast region, where previous record seems exist. 

For several days during the last week July this year flock Western Even- 
ing Grosbeaks (Hesperiphona vespertina montana) were welcome visitors our 
home Carlotta. They were surprise near the coast, and were evidently attracted 
the bountiful supply berries the cascara trees (Rhamnus purshiana). 
young and old could counted one time, and the clear whistle others could 
heard among the fir trees. four years residence had not seen them here before. 

The Anna Hummingbird (Calypte anna), which has been noted rather sur- 
prising winter visitor Humboldt County, appeared our garden August this year. 
handsome adult male distance but few feet appeared almost gross size 
compared with the numerous and smaller Selasphorus alleni. 
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the May the current year, the present writer mentions the Cassin 
Kingbird possible summer resident Humboldt County. The recent finding 
several pairs Western Kingbirds nesting along the Van Duzen River indicates that 
the species occasionally found this section verticalis and not vociferans.—H. 
Carlotta, Humboldt County, California, August 1916. 


New Breeding Record for 14, 1916, Crescent City, Del Norte 
County, California, was beautiful, bright, calm day. The panoramic view that 
crescent stretch sand, bordered the Pacific one its calmest moods, with 
Whaler Island blending into its own shadow but mile away, made irresistable the 
desire seek out some new wonder. skiff riding anchor near-by was soon bar- 
gained for, and that mile Whaler Island shortened its distance like magic. land- 
ing was made the rough rocks the eastern end, nearest the shore. 

hurried inspection the surroundings disclosed numerous holes the ground 
the central part the island and promising crags the west slope, overlooking the 
sea. Among the boulders crawled, peeking under this one and feeling under 
that one. Bending way over, eyes strained, trying pierce the darkness deep 
crevice, blue object could barely seen sticking from under large wedge-shaped 
boulder, that barely left room for the hand; was not the dark tail and white rump 
which was familiar. new wonder was disclosed—a beautiful male Fork-tailed 
Petrel (Oceanodroma furcata) which subsequently became skin number 453, with well- 

egg number 2-16/1—the basis new breeding record for the State Cali- 
fornia. Not lone pair Fork-tailed, but colony approximately 100 pairs, was 
nesting the west end. The honey-comb-like holes the grassy flats were homes 
the Kaeding Petrels, probably 300 pairs nesting there. 

and behold, seventy miles farther south, Sugar Loaf Rock Trinidad, 
still farther southward breeding record for furcata. company with Mr. Leon 
Dawson June 18, 1916, visited the rocks off the Humboldt coast. Mr. Dawson, 
lucky fellow, pulled, tail first, from Tufted Puffin’s burrow Fork-tailed Petrel and, 
might add, later fresh egg the same bird. discovered young Fork-tailed Petrel 
the downy state the same day, and, several days after, Mr. Dawson took one adult 
and two young from the same island. The Fork-tailed were nesting the sandy 
ground (unusual for this species) among about thirty pairs the Kaeding Petrel.— 
Eureka, California, July 24, 


Occurrence the Condor Humboldt County.—There doubt but that the 
Condor (Gymnogyps californianus) once occurred numbers Humboldt County, Cali- 
fornia. There are now two mounted specimens Eureka. One, the collection the 
Public Library, was mounted Mr. Charles Fiebig, and was secured from dead 
spruce tree the Devoy place, Kneeland prairie, eighteen miles from Eureka, alti- 
tude 2200 feet, the fall 1889 1890. 

The other bird the collection Dr. Ottemer Eureka and was mounted 
William Rotermund. This specimen was captured near the old Olmstead place 
Yager Creek, altitude 1800 feet, about sixty miles east Eureka, the fall 1892. 
Old settlers claim that the Condor was plentiful early days the Humboldt region. 
1916. 


Lark Bunting Cabezon, comparing Grinnell’s latest list the 
Birds California with some old notes find that record occurs the Lark 
Bunting melanocorys) from the Salton Sea Desert. May 1883, shot 
male this species Cabezon, Riverside County, California. The bird was alone, 
extremely wild and only obtained after long chase through the cactus. was 
breeding condition, the testes being enormously developed for bird this size and 
measured inches. This fact seemed point the probability the bird 
breeding the vicinity, the migrations were long since over.—R. San 
Bernardino, California. 
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our list, and will want the volumes missed. 


Vol. XVIII 


good news—that the final ratifica- 
tion the United States-Canadian treaty, 
whereby practically all species birds mi- 
gratory between the two countries will 
protected. This ratification took place 
August 29, the conclusion negotiations 
which have been going for least two 
years. Efforts large number earnest 
conservationists have been concerned 
this achievement. 


Mrs. Florence Merriam Bailey has spent 
the past summer observing water birds 
their nesting grounds the vicinity 
Devils Lake, North Dakota. The method 
field study applied Mrs. Bailey gives re- 
sults which Conpor readers are already 
pleasantly aware. need merely refer 
her vivid narrative from the Texas border, 
the present issue. 


Mr. Curtis Wright, Jr., has presented his 
collection birds’ eggs the California 
Museum Vertebrate Zoology. The col- 
lection consists personally taken sets ob- 
tained chiefly the early 90’s the vicin- 
ity Carthage, Missouri, and Taylorsville, 
Illinois. 


The files data the United States 
Biological Survey concerning the migration 
and distribution North American birds, 
and formerly charge Wells Cooke, 
have now been placed under the care 
Mr. Harry Oberholser. 


Copies the portfolio Fuertes plates 
from Eaton’s “Birds New can 
secured for one dollar each from John 
Clarke, Director State Albany, New 
York. Our readers will, course, under- 
stand that this announcement 
sense advertisement. believe that 
opportunity, which ourselves have just 
embraced, our own great satisfaction. 


Messrs. Harry Swarth, Joseph Dixon 
and Halstead White constitute field 
party from the California Museum Ver- 


tebrate Zoology which studying the nat- 
ural history cross-section the south- 
ern Sierra Nevada the vicinity Fresno. 


Mr. Stanley Jewett, until recently with 
the Oregon State Fish and Game Commis- 
sion, now serving Predatory Animal 
Inspector under the Biological Survey 
for the territory comprising Oregon and 
Washington. 


The work the Biological Survey 
studying and mapping the fauna Ari- 
zona continuing this year, with Mr. 
Goldman charge, and Messrs. 
Jackson and Taylor assistants. 
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PUBLICATIONS REVIEWED 


WITH REFERENCE THEIR TAXONOMIC SIG- 
NIFICANCE. CHANDLER. [Univer- 
sity California Publications Zoology, 
vol. 18, no. 11, April 17, 1916, pp. 243-446, 
pls. 13-37, text figs.] 

Except for few preliminary pages, the 
work divided into two portions. Part 
pp. 255-279, devoted the 
Morphology” the feather, large portion 
which has been compiled from the liter- 
ature, least may found there 
whether seen Chandler not. Though 
there are some references the literature, 
and bibliography appears the end 
the paper, little discrimination shown 
what original and what 
taken from other writers. Furthermore, 
opinion that not all the papers 
which should have been examined were 
read carefully seen all. certain 
cases where credit given, general text 
reference books are sometimes quoted 
instead the original literature. 

page 248, Chandler announces new 
word, general term for 
the “study cannot see any 
need for this rather long and awkward 
word. and such modifications “epi- 
phyologic” and “epiphyological” occur here 
and there the paper. every case 
where have made the attempt, the words 
feather, plumage, plumage characters 
can substituted with loss smooth- 
ness explicitness that can discover. 

The following generalization appears 
279, italics: “The constitutional factor 
causing the morphologic specialization 
feather structures for the 
color inseparably bound together with the 
factor for the accompanying pigment, and 
the latter absent, the feather structures 
present the normal type the species 
which there are color modifications.” 
Barbules from the “violet speculum” 
albino mallard were examined Chandler 
and furnished the basis for the conclusion 
thus reached. experience 
otherwise number cases. One 
these have found the neck feathers 
white domestic pigeons where pigmented 
varieties have iridescence. The highly 
modified form the barbules this iri- 
descent region which was described 
1903 also present white feathers 
from the same region. 

Part the taxonomic portion with 


PUBLICATIONS REVIEWED 


207 


large amount detailed description 
feathers from various birds. There are 
plates which show many feather structures, 
mostly barbules from number species 
birds. 

For some fifteen years have believed 
that plumage characters might useful 
taxonomy, and have some unfinished 
work own along this line. stated 
Chandler, there are precedents for at- 
tempting classify various groups or- 
ganisms the basis one set charac- 
ters. birds, least, however, appears 
classification the great divisions, e., 
the orders and families, with only one set 
characters such variations feather 
structure and distribution. Instead us- 
ing single set such very special char- 
acters this detached way, would 
sounder, judgment, compare all 
known characters, including feather char- 
acters when these are adequately under- 
stood. 

must granted that Chandler recog- 
nizes the need using all characters, 
indicated the last sentence his paper 
and elsewhere; nevertheless has fash- 
ioned phylogenetic system feather 
characters only, far his comparisons 
go. This described modification 
the system given Knowlton and Ridg- 
way (1909). can find evidence the 
paper that any characters except those 
the plumage have been used directly 
Chandler elaborating his phylogenetic 
conclusions. 

result his feather studies, Chand- 
ler concludes that the ratite birds are “prim- 
itively rather than secondarily flightless 
birds” (p. 388). There reference 
the contrary evidence furnished the wing 
and shoulder-girdle bones, for instance; 
and not convinced his arguments 
that the feather structures themselves sup- 
port his position. The Crypturiformes are 
placed in association with the Galliformes 
with excellent arguments from their feath- 
characters. There are also other argu- 
ments for this arrangement, and would 
use them 

has unfortunately been impracticable 
for me to verify the accuracy of the many 
figures appearing in the plates. So far as 
can tell from memory these structures, 
however, they.are well done. 
judgment that the descriptive material 
this paper, which represents the author’s 
own studies, useful contribution 
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knowledge. Furthermore, the taxonomic 
ideas presented should considered 
workers bird phylogeny.—R. 


MINUTES COOPER CLUB MEETINGS 
NORTHERN DIVISION 


regular monthly meeting 
the Northern Division was held the Mu- 
seum Vertebrate Zoology June 22, 
1916, with the following members 
present: Messrs. Davis, Evermann, Grin- 
nell, Hansen, Lastreto, Martin, Morley, Ohl, 
Squires, Storer, Swarth, Trenor, Webb, 
Wright; Mesdames Allen, Ferguson, Grin- 
nell, Kliigel, Newhall; and Misses Alexan- 
der, Atterbury, Kellogg, Sweezy. visitors: 
Mesdames Field, Meade, Morley, Parsons, 
Swarth; and Misses Ferguson, 
and Dr. Risdon. 

The minutes the May meeting were 
read and approved, and the minutes the 
Southern Division were read. The names 
proposed the May meeting the North- 
ern Division and the April meeting 
the Southern Division were voted upon 
favorably and the persons were elected 
membership. Mrs. Marion Randall Par- 
sons, Mosswood Road, Berkeley, was pro- 
posed for membership Mrs. Allen. 

Mr. Grinnell then gave most interesting 
account his eastern trip, including bird- 
censuses from the train and different lo- 
calities, visits the important museums, 
and impressions the personality and work 
leading ornithologists whom met. 

The Club then adjourned for informal 
discussion and comparison personal ob- 
ALLEN, Secretary. 


SOUTHERN DIVISION 


the Southern Division 
was held June 29, 1916, the Museum 
History, Science and Art, Los Angeles. 
absence Pres. Miller, Vice-Pres. Law oc- 
cupied the chair. Members present were: 
Messrs. Howell, Barker, Brouse, Bryant, 
Dickey, Daggett, Wood, Rich, Lane, Law, 
Robertson, Smith, Chambers, Brown, Lamb 
and Wyman; Mrs. Law and Mrs. Husher. 
Visitors were Mrs. Wood, Miss Marsh and 
Dr. Mortimer Jeserun. 

Minutes the previous meeting were 
read and approved, followed reading 
the minutes the Northern Division. New 
names presented, voted the 
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July meeting, together with other names 
already presented the Northern Division, 
were follows: Dr. Casey Wood, Chi- 
cago Sav. Bk. Bldg., Chicago, 
Pierce; Mrs. Bruce Horsfall, 1457 
18th St., Portland, Ore., Jewett; 
Ralph Kellogg, Silver City, Grant Co., 
M., Lee Chambers; Arthur How- 
ell, 2919 Dakota Ave., Washington, C., 
No. Port Byron, Lee Cham- 
bers; Kuykendall, Eugene, Lane Co., 
Ore., Alfred Shelton; Myron Harmon 
Swenk, 3028 Starr St., Lincoln, Nebr., 
Lee Chambers. 

There being other business matters 
for consideration, the members listened 
most interesting informal talk Dr. 
Jeserun, who, the ’70’s, spent two years 
collecting the headwaters the Ama- 
zon. Mr. Bryant then spoke the 
work the State Fish and Game Commis- 
sion, detailing gratifying way the atti- 
tude the Commission toward scientific 
collecting and collectors, and the progress 
the educational campaign that has 
conducted through the medium the news- 
papers. Adjourned.—L. Secre- 
tary. 


monthly meeting the South- 
ern. Division, Cooper Ornithological Club, 
was held the Museum History, Science 
and Art, July 27, 1916. Vice-President Law 
officiated, with Mr. Robertson acting 
Secretary. Members present were Messrs. 
Daggett, Law, Robertson, Little, Brouse, 
Nokes, Holland, Wyman. Mrs. Robertson 
was visitor. 

Minutes the June meeting were read 
and approved, followed reading July 
minutes the Northern Division. mo- 
tion Mr. Daggett, seconded Mr. Nokes, 
the Secretary was instructed cast 
electing ballot for all names proposed 
the last meeting. The name Dr. Mor- 
timer Jesurun, 430 West Washington St., 
Los Angeles, was presented Wy- 
man for membership. 

Mr. Daggett made the interesting an- 
nouncement that had recently observed 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher busy cor- 
ner the residence district Los Ange- 
les. Business disposed of, the members 
present enjoyed hour general discus- 
sion and inspection the study skins 
birds, which are now regular feature 
these meetings, and which this occa- 
sion consisted Gulls and Jaegers. 
Secretary. 
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For Sale, Exchange and Want Column.—Any Cooper Club member entitled one 
advertising notice each issue free. Notices over ten lines will charged for 
the rate ten cents per line. For this department, address 


Rock, Los Angeles County, California. 


For files Condor and 
Bird-Lore; also duplicates Auk, vols. 
30.—LAUREN TREMPER, 136 No. Dewey 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


lantern slides birds. 
have small exchange list the same, 
will pay reasonable cash 
Kalispell, Montana. 


For vols. 15, 16, 17; over 
200 copies Oologist; also egg cabinet and 
Ithaca ga. shot 277 
Dakota St., Pasadena, Calif. 


sets wih data, nests: 
292, 292a, 365, 385, 389, 401, 422, 424, 430, 
474, 474c, 474e, 474m, 481, 486, 491, 515b, 
543, 581m, 589, 591-1, 599, 607, 
615, 633b, 652a, 565, 675, 701, 715, 717a, 
726c, 741a, 742, 742a, 742b, 759d. Address: 


FOR SALE—Complete file Condor, in- 
cluding original volume one, unbound. Make 
509 Walnut St., Pasadena, Calif. 


and 
Dwarf Screech owls exchange for north- 
ern material such Queen Charlotte Island 
Jay, Northwestern Sawwhet Owl, Richard- 
son Grouse, Hepburn Leucosticte, Bohemian 
Waxwing, Munro, Okanagan 
Landing, British Columbia, Canada. 


WANTED—29th and 30th Quarterly Report, 
Penn’a Board Agriculture, March, 1886; 
containing “Birds Chester County, 
Penna.”, prepared Pennock. will 
pay any reasonable Burns, 
Berwyn, Pa. 


“California Water 
Birds” number “The Blue Bird,” vol. 
nos. and published Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Dr. Eugene Swope; Bulletin the 
Cooper Ornithological Club, vol. any odd 
nos.—W. Rock, Los 
Angeles County, California. 


For and lantern slides, 
plain colored, birds, nests and eggs, 
Franklin West Chester, Pa. 


Manual North Am- 
erican Birds. Will pay 
105, Los Gatos, Calif. 


sets the following, nests 
with smaller kinds and down with ducks: 
nos. 17, 113.1, 114, 135, 142, 143, 
165, 249, 292a, 340, 399, 424, 489, 573, 574, 
622c, 623, 626, 634, 646b, 682, 713a, 726b, 
759a, 759d, and many others. can offer 
exchange rare sets from the north- 
The Woodstock, Tacoma, Wash. 


California Water Birds 
No. IV, for which will pay any reasonable 
cash Topp, Carnegie 
Museum, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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PRICE LIST COOPER CLUB PUBLICATIONS 


THE CONDOR 


Vol. 1899 ‘‘Bulletin the Cooper Ornithological Club’’ 
complete volume hand; odd numbers only 
Odd numbers any above quoted request. 
Orders for advance volumes will filled issued. 
PACIFIC COAST AVIFAUNA 
No. 1900 Birds the Kotzebue Sound Region, Alaska; pp. and map 75c 
GRINNELL 
No. 1902 Check-List California Birds; 100 pp. and maps 
GRINNELL 
No. 1904 Birds the Huachuca Mountains, Arizona; pp. 50c 
SWARTH 
No. 1909 Bibliography California Ornithology; 166 pp. $1.50 
GRINNELL 
KAEDING 
No. the Pacific Southern California; 122 pp. $1.50 
GRINNELL 
No. The Birds the Fresno District; 114 pp. $1.50 
TYLER 
No. 10, 1914 Distributional List the Birds Arizona; 133 map $1.50 
No. 11, 1915 Distributional List the Birds 217 pp. 
GRINNELL 
No. 12, 1916 Birds the Southern California Coast Islands (in press) 


HOWELL 


For Sale LEE CHAMBERS, Business Manager 


Eagle Rock, Los Angeles Co., California 
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